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POINT GREY MUSIC 

Intervals Study Guide

INTERVALS
In music, the term INTERVAL refers to the distance between two notes. Intervals are always counted from the lower note to the higher one. The example below shows all the intervals in the key of C inside an octave. 
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Intervals that fall within the key signature are shown in whole notes. In this case, “within the key signature” means they are the notes in the scale of C major. 

· Intervals within the key signature are either perfect intervals or they are major intervals. 

Intervals that fall outside the key signature are shown in quarter notes. 

· When major intervals are made smaller by 1 semitone, they are called minor intervals. 

· When perfect intervals are made smaller by 1 semitone, they are called diminished intervals. 

· When perfect intervals are made bigger by 1 semitone, they are called augmented intervals.

What follows is a list of all the intervals inside the octave from smallest to largest. 

	INTERVAL


	NO. OF SEMITONES

	Perfect Unison
	0

	Minor 2nd
	1

	Major 2nd
	2

	Minor 3rd
	3

	Major 3rd
	4

	Perfect 4th
	5

	Aug. 4th/Dim. 5th
	6

	Perfect 5th

	7

	Minor 6th
	8

	Major 6th
	9

	Minor 7th
	10

	Major 7th
	11

	Perfect Octave
	12


When trying to figure out an interval, follow two steps:

1. Figure out the rough distance.( Is it a 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, etc.)

2. Then count the semitones to figure whether it is major, minor, augmented, or diminished.
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1. Name the following intervals (use your own clef):

______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______
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OR

______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______
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2. Name the following intervals (use your own clef):
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______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______
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______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______







OR
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______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______

______         ______       _______     _______          _______       _______           _______        ______

3. In your clef, write the following intervals above the given note. 
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Min. 2nd
 Major 7th
Maj. 3rd
P. 4th
   P. 5th

   Min. 3rd
  Maj. 3rd         Aug 4
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Min. 3rd
Maj. 6th
Min. 7th   Maj. 6th
Maj. 2nd 
Maj. 3rd
Min. 3rd     P. Octave

ANSWERS

1)  Min. 3rd;  aug 4; p 5; min. 6th; maj. 6th; maj 3rd; maj 2nd; p 4.
2)   Maj 3rd; Min 3rd ; Maj 7th; Maj. 6th; P. 4th; Maj. 3rd; P. 4th; P. octave; P. 5th; Min. 3rd; Min. 3rd; Min. 6th; Min. 2nd; Maj. 2nd; Min. 7th; Maj. 3rd.       
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Treble clef:



Min. 2nd
Major 7th
Maj. 3rd
P. 4th
   P. 5th

Min. 3rd
Maj. 3rd
aug 4

Min. 3rd
Maj. 6th
Min. 7th      Maj. 6th
Maj. 2nd
Maj. 3rd
Min. 3rd     P. Octave

OR

Bass clef:

Min. 2nd
Major 7th
Maj. 3rd
P. 4th
P. 5th

Min. 3rd
Maj. 3rd       aug. 4

min. 3rd
Maj. 6th
Min. 7th
Maj. 6th
Maj. 2nd   Maj. 3rd
 Min. 3rd    P. Octave
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